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NEWS

The Commanders Action Line
provides base visitors and the
Maxwell-Gunter community with
a direct link to me as installation
commander. Anyone can submit
questions, concerns or issues that
cannot be resolved through tra-
ditional chain of command com-
munication and coordination, |
commit to you that | will ensure
coordination on your questions,
but request that you use con-
structive communication with
those closest to your issue before
seeking action line resolution. |
also appreciate those who take
time to comment on processes
that are working well. The e-mail
address is 42abw.actionline@
maxwell.afmil. Provide your com-
ment, your name and contact
information so | can respond with
an answer or solution.

Gol. Trent H. Edwards

42nd Air Base Wing commander

Attention all Ai

GCommander’s Action Line

CINE.

Air Force holds sexual assault
offenders accountable;
convictions online

You should know that the Air Force now
publishes sexual assault convictions online.
Anyone can go to this website and review
more than 100 sexual assault convictions
from across the Air Force, to include view-
ing them by base. After a few minutes of
reviewing the facts of these cases, you will
$00n see many cases are very similar. They
involve:

1) the use of alcohol;

2) the absence of personal respect for
the victim; and

3) the absence of the victims’ consent,

You will also quickly see that Airmen
who are convicted of sexual assault can be
held accountable by military judges and
court-martial panels with punishments that
often include jail time, rank reductions and
punitive discharges.

By Col. Trent H. Edwards
42nd Air Base Wing commander

A number of these cases involve Airmen
assaulting fellow Airmen. Many times,
these victims were co-workers and former
friends ~ people who trusted their assail-
ant. The offenders elected to violate that
trust and were punished accordingly. As
required by many state laws, convicted
Airmen must also register in their jurisdic-
tion’s sexual assault registry. These sex
offender lists include the names and ad-
dresses of convicted sex offenders and are
publicly available on-ine.

Effective three months ago, Airmen
who commit a sexual assault will have
administrative discharge proceedings
initiated against them and may be retained
only if they meet a cumulative multi-part
test. For Airmen at this base, only the
Commander, Air University, can waive this

requirement and only after concluding
that the Airman meets the same multi-part
retention test.

I encourage all Airmen to visit the
below website and review the facts of the
cases, which resulted in these Airmen
being convicted of sexual offenses. Then
educate and warn fellow Airmen about the
consequences of committing these crimes,
When you see a situation that isn’t right, be
a good wingman,; intervene and insist your
fellow Airman treat others with respect.
You will regret being a passive bystander
when a few words of intervention can for-
ever positively change the lives of Airmen
around you.

Now go visit the website: http://www.
afiag.af-mil/sexualassaultprosecution/in-
dex.asp.



