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Ms. Autumn Jones Director of the Victim Witness Program for Arlington County and City of 
Falls Church. 
 
I have worked with the Commonwealth Attorney's Office here in Arlington Virginia for 
nine years. I have held every position in the program.1 As soon as I graduated from college with 
a major in criminal justice. I went right to work. I did do some volunteering at a shelter and 
worked specifically with domestic violence before working in the Victim Witness Program.2  
 
The Victim Witness Program is housed in the Commonwealth Attorney's Office, and we have a 
dual role in the sense that we don't just advocate for victims. We also facilitate prosecution.3 We 
interact with victims on a daily basis.4  
 
We make referrals.5 We assist them throughout the criminal justice process. We explain that 
process to them.6  
 
As soon as we get a police report, I actually assign the police reports every day to my staff as 
well as to myself. So we have that case from the time that we have the police report to whatever 
happens with that case.7 
 
We're in constant communication with the detectives, with the victims, explaining to them what 
their rights are, explaining to them what their options are, making sure that they understand 
what they're getting involved in, and letting them make the decision of whether or not they want 
to go forward.8 That might be a little contradictory since I do help facilitate prosecution, but at 
the same time we still are having discussions with them and explaining to them these are your 
options, this is what the process will be if you choose to go forward with prosecution.9 
 
This is my role, and we also explain to them, you know, not only about what the person is 

                                                           
1 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 257 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program for  
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
2 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 258 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program for  
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
3 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 258 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program for  
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
4 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 258 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program for  
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
5 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 258 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program for  
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
6 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 258 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program for  
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
7 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 258-59 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program 
for  Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
8 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 259 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program for  
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
9 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 259 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program for  
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
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charged with, but the penalty ranges, sentencing guidelines.10 We accompany them to every 
court proceeding.11  
 
And even the cases that are not prosecuted, we still provide services to that victim, make sure 
that they understand, you know, what they can -- what they qualify for out in the community.12  
 
And also, too, with crime victims' compensation funds, we make sure that we also assist them as 
well.13 So even though we do have that dual role and we are housed in the Commonwealth 
Attorney's Office, we still handle cases where there's no prosecution, regardless if that's the 
victim making that decision on their own or our office.14 
 
Being there nine years and kind of coming up the ranks and seeing a lot of different things, 
I've got a lot of opinions and perspectives on how things were when I started versus how they are 
now.15 I think that our working relationships with the community agencies, the committees that 
we sit on that we discuss cases with out in the community, I think that it helps to make our 
response to sexual assault a much better and improved response so that way we have everyone 
sitting at the table talking, discussing these cases, you know, including the prosecutors, including 
law enforcement, as well as, you know, other community-based organizations.16 
 
 
Ashley Ivey: 
 
In Athens, it's home to the University of Georgia, and we have a lot of sexual assault cases that 
involve females between the age of 18 and 25 due to our population. We have a coordinated 
community response here, and we do use a SART model.17 
 
I am the Director of the Victim Assistance at the Western Judicial Circuit in Athens in Oconee 
County. And I've basically been in this position either at the Solicitor's Office doing  
misdemeanors or the District Attorney's Office doing felonies for almost 18 years now.18 
 

                                                           
10 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 259 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program for  
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
11 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 259 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program for  
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
12 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 259-60 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program 
for  Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
13 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 259-60 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program 
for  Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
14 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 260 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program for  
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
15 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 260 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program for  
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
16 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 260 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Autumn Jones, Director of Victim Witness Program for  
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
17 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 262-63 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
18  
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We have the Cottage. It's the Sexual Assault Center, Rape Crisis Center. And we coordinate with 
them on doing our non-arrest cases housed in the prosecutor's office, again, the District 
Attorney's Office.19  
 
I have six victim advocates that work under me and with me, and we have a Special Victims' 
Unit.20 We have three Special Victims' Unit prosecutors, and we have three Special Victims' 
Unit investigators housed in our office.21 
 
We have something a little bit different in our community. We have a Family Protection Center, 
which houses the prosecutors, and the Special Victims' Unit detectives from the police 
department.22 We have our Department of Family and Children Services Advocate also located 
there. We have our battered women's shelter advocate located in the center.23  
 
We have interview rooms for adult victims of sexual assault and our Child Advocacy Center, and 
children interview rooms are there.24 We also have a SANE Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner 
Program, and our SANE nurses perform all of our exams in our Family Protection Center.25 And 
that center was opened in 2006, so we do have a one-stop-shop.26 
 
Our victims, once a crime is reported or even if they want to do a non-report, they do not go to 
our local hospital. We actually have an examination room in our center, and the victims are all 
taken there.27 The advocates all respond to the center.28 Law enforcement responds to 
the center. 29And all of the needs of the victim are taken care of in that center.30 

                                                           
19 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 263 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
20 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 263 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
21 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 263 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
22 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 263 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
23 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 263-64 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
24 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 264 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
25 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 264 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
26 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 264 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
27 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 264 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
28 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 264 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
29 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 264 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
30 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 264 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
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Once the case -- or there's an arrest made in a case, it's referred over to the Special Victims' Unit 
Assistant District Attorney, and those attorneys are assigned that case and stay with that case all 
the way through appeal.31  
 
The advocates work under my direction, and we report directly to the District Attorney. We are, 
again, housed in the DA's office; however,  we have freedom to express the views of the victims 
through our Special Victims' Unit prosecutors without feeling any type of need to temper that 
feeling of the victim.32  
 
We work exclusively for the victim, and to support the victim, and relay that information to the 
Assistant District Attorney.33 We stay with the case, again, all the way through the appeal 
process.34 We notify the victims based on the Georgia Crime Victims' Bill of Rights.35 
 
All victims have to be notified of every hearing, have the right to be present, and have the right 
to speak at any phase of the process.36 
 
Theo Stamos: 
 
I've been a prosecutor for almost 27 years, and for a good portion of my career, I was 
the lead sex crimes attorney in my office. The most significant development in the prosecution of 
sex crimes during my tenure has, of course, been the introduction of DNA evidence.37 
 
The second most significant development, in my view, has been the creation of victim witness 
programs, which have grown up alongside the victims' rights movement.38 My office has a staff 
of seven victim witness specialists, who work alongside our prosecution staff in preparing sexual 
assault victims for the rigors of a criminal trial.39 
 
My director, Autumn Jones, addressed this Panel yesterday on the work of her unit. I can 
tell you from a prosecutor's perspective, that the victim specialist is an invaluable ally.40 They 
                                                           
31 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 264 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
32 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 265 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
33 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 265 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
34 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 265 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
35 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 265 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
36 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 265 (Nov. 7, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Ashley Ivey Victim Advocate Coordinator, District 
Attorney’s Office, Athens, GA). 
37   Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 214 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Theo Stamos, Commonwealth’s Attorney for 
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
38   Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 214-15 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Theo Stamos, Commonwealth’s Attorney for 
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
39 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 215 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Theo Stamos, Commonwealth’s Attorney for Arlington 
County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
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routinely introduce our victim to the criminal justice system.41 They explain to our victims what 
their rights are, and they provide the guidance on the often complicated court process that they 
are about to embark upon.42  
 
And they create a critical bond between the prosecution team and the victim.43 In short, they 
allow us, the prosecutors, to focus our energy on trial preparation and strategy while at the same 
time allowing prosecutors to know that our victims are well cared for.44 
 

Marjory Fisher: 
 
Finally, one of the most important ingredients for a successful investigation of these cases is that 
you have a victim who's strong enough to go forward.45 And we have a volunteer effort with 
 a major hospital in New York, Mount Sinai, where they have hundreds of volunteer advocates 
that are trained by prosecutors, police, and doctors about how to respond to a rape victim.46 
And they will come out. They're on call maybe once a month or so, and they'll come out and 
sit with the victim in the hospital overnight.47  They can even go to the precinct with them. And 
they will be there for them to help them and to bridge the gap between when they leave the 
hospital and when they go to the precinct, and it's a wonderful program.48 
 
In addition, I would tell you that the value of having a nonparty, nonlawyer advocate to offer a 
victim emotional support at that stage is enormous.49 The ER advocates are trained and 
wonderful, and they hand off the case to a specially trained social worker once they get to 
the DA's office.50 And that combination of help helps victims and guides them through what, as 
you can imagine, is a very confusing and intimidating process.51 
                                                                                                                                                                                           
40  Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 215 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Theo Stamos, Commonwealth’s Attorney for Arlington County and the  
City of Falls Church, VA).     
 
41 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 215 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Theo Stamos, Commonwealth’s Attorney for Arlington 
County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
42 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 215 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Theo Stamos, Commonwealth’s Attorney for Arlington 
County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
43 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 215 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Theo Stamos, Commonwealth’s Attorney for Arlington 
County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
44 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 215 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Theo Stamos, Commonwealth’s Attorney for Arlington 
County and the City of Falls Church, VA).   
45 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 228 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Marjory Fisher, Chief, Special Victims Bureau, Queens, 
NY).  
46 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 228 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Marjory Fisher, Chief, Special Victims Bureau, Queens, 
NY).  
47 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 228 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Marjory Fisher, Chief, Special Victims Bureau, Queens, 
NY).  
48 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 228 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Marjory Fisher, Chief, Special Victims Bureau, Queens, 
NY).  
49 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 228 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Marjory Fisher, Chief, Special Victims Bureau, Queens, 
NY).  
50 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 228 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Marjory Fisher, Chief, Special Victims Bureau, Queens, 
NY).  
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At the same time, the prosecutor, with that backup, can focus on the legal aspects of the criminal 
case, knowing that the victim's emotional needs are being taken care of, and the prosecution 
is strengthened by having a single attorney build a relationship with the attorney -- with the 
victim.52 The advantage of this approach is clear. When it comes time for the victim to provide 
testimony, she's received emotional and psychological support in the aftermath of her attack, and 
she has a solid connection to the DA who's been with her throughout the process.53 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
51 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 228 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Marjory Fisher, Chief, Special Victims Bureau, Queens, 
NY).  
52 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 229 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Marjory Fisher, Chief, Special Victims Bureau, Queens, 
NY).  
53 Transcript of RSP Public Meeting 228 (Nov. 8, 2013) (testimony of Ms. Marjory Fisher, Chief, Special Victims Bureau, Queens, 
NY).  
 


