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U.S. Sentencing Commission 

 

Videos for new judges to view prior to the Federal Judicial Center’s Phase I Orientation 

Three Introduction Videos: Introduction to the Federal Sentencing Guidelines, Parts 1, 2 & 3 

Located at the U.S. Courts Federal Judiciary Channel on YouTube 

 

Video 1 

Introduction to the Federal Sentencing Guidelines – Part 1 (2012) (7 minutes): 

Overview of the U.S. Sentencing Commission 

(look at the old system; the Sentencing Reform Act of 1984; the U.S. Sentencing Commission 

membership requirements; the U.S. Sentencing Commission functions; structure of the staff of 

the Commission; reference to 28 U.S.C. §§ 991-998) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5eWzmxGO-Vg 
 

Video 2 

Introduction to the Federal Sentencing Guidelines – Part 2 (2012) (7 minutes): 

Overview of the Federal Sentencing Guidelines 

(sentencing table; Booker decision; 3-step approach in federal sentencing; 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a) 

factors to be considered in sentencing) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4uYTipOGldw 
 

Video 3 

Introduction to the Federal Sentencing Guidelines – Part 3 (2012) (12 minutes): 

Basic Guideline Structure and Initial Application Decisions 

(sentencing table; the eight chapters of the Guidelines Manual; a sentencing guideline cite; 

commentary in the Guidelines Manual; a Chapter Two guideline structure (including base 

offense levels, specific offense characteristics, cross references, commentary, application notes), 

sequential application of the guidelines; ex post facto determination (§1B1.11); finding the 

applicable Chapter Two offense guideline pursuant to §1B1.2 and Appendix A) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NMCmK6yzBY 
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